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T O 


The Lady VYANDEPUT. 


MAD AM, 


1 


I have printed this Sermon. The 
chief Aim of it is to confirm the in- 


ferior Sort of People in that excellent 


Way of worſhiping God, which the 


Papifts call Hereſy, and to guard 
them againſt the Attempts of theſe 


vigilant and induſtrious Enemies. 


On this account, your. Ladyſhip was 


pleaſed to dirs 5 its Publication ; be- 
ing mov'd by that hearty Diſpoſition 


to do good, for which You are truly 
ont and remarkable. I imme- 


diately reſolv'd, at all Adventures, 
to oblige your Ladyſhip; being juſtly 


ſen- 


N Sn with your Requeſt 


Tenne THAT 4 Pole! Nelpect 
due to You, and willing to give a 
Proof, that I really am, 


Your Ladyſbip's 


R1icnaMonD Dec. 


30th) 1724. 
Maſt Humble Servant, 


To | Command. 


J. BROWN E. 


= 


— — 


ASCE 


Acrs xxiv. 14. 
But this Tconfeſs unto thee, that aſter 
the way which they call Here, fo 
worſhid I the God of my Fathers, 
beheving all things that are writ- 
ten in the Law and the Prophets. 


| HE SE Words are Part of the De- 
| fence which St. Paul made for him- 
ſelf, when he was publickly try'd 
before Felix the Roman Governor for ſeveral 
Crimes laid to his Charge by the Jews. Theſe 
his Accuſers had prepar'd one Tertullus, an 
Orator, or Lawyer, to manage the Indict- 
ment ; and St. Paul being brought upon his 
Tryal, Tertullus charg'd him with being 4 
Peſtilent Fellow, a Mover of Sedition among the 
Jews, and a Ring- leader of the Set of the Naza- 
rens; that is, a dangerous Incendiary ; a Rai- 
ſer .of Tumults and Seditions againſt the 
17 Government; and a chief Promoter 
of the Religion of Chriſtians. 

Tertullus having finiſh'd his rk St. Paul 
was permitted to make his Defence; inwhich 
he diſtintly anſwers the ſeveral Particulars 
of the Charge exhibited againſt him, With 

B re- 


_ reſpect to that Part of it, which accus d Hirt 
of being a Peſtilent Fellow, a Mover of Sedition 
among the Jews: He alledges, that, ever ſince 
his coming to Jern/alem, he had behav'd him- 
| {elf quietly : that he had not. diſputed with 


any Man in the Temple, nor caus'd any 


Riot either in the Synagogues, or the City; 


and that thofe who had accus'd him of Sedi- 
tion could not make good their Accufation. 
With reſpect to the other part of the Charge, 
to wit, his being a Ring- leader of the Sect of the 
| Naxarens, he Ke. acknowledges that he 
| profeſs d that Religion, which his Accuſers 
call'd Hereſy; that he worſhip'd the God 
of his Fathers according to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and hereby acted agrecably to what 
is written in the Law, and the Prophets, 
Now, as the Jews call'd the Religion of Chriſt 
Hereſy, and the Profeſſors of it Nazarens, by 
way of Contempt, ſo the Papiſts take upon 
them to give the ſame Name to the ſame 
Religion, as it is eſtabliſh'd in the Church of 
England. They call it in their Indignation 
the Peſtilent Northern Hereſy, and have often 
complimented the Profeſſors of it with Ex- 
ecrations and Anathemas. However, St. Pau 
we find, was not mov'd atthe Calling of his 
Religion Hereſy ; but publickly avow'd upon 
his Tryal for promoting it, that it was the 
Way of his worſhiping God. Whence it is 
evident, that, notwithitanding the Character 
paſs'd 


4 
| 


Pd upon it, he was {fill refolv'd to perſ1 


in it. Now this being the Conduct of St. 


Paul, it deſervedly challenges our Imitation; 


and therefore, that we may act as we have 


him for an Enſample, 1 
Iſhall, Firſt, ſhow that we ſhould ſted- 
faſtly continue in the Religion of the Church 
of England, tho' the Papiſts are pleas d to call 
it Hereſy. | 1 
Secondly, I ſhall mention the Reaſons, up- 
on which we ſhould return hearty Thanks 
to God, that we are now.enabled to wor- 
ſhip him, according to the way which they 
call Hereſy. 
Firſt then, I ſhall ſhow that we ſhould 
ſtedfaſtly continue in the Religion of the 
Church of England, tho the Papiſts are pleas d 
to call it Here. | 
Nou, the chief Reaſon why we ſhould do 


this, is, becauſe the Religion of the Church 


of England is the true Religionof Chriſt and 


His Apoſtles; is the very way of worſhiping 
God, which they -publiſh'd to the World, 
as the Means of obtaining Salvation. 

The manner of ſerving God, which Chriſt 
and His Apoſtles taught, is left upon Re- 
cord in the Books of the New Teſtament. 
In them we have the ſeveral Doctrines, and 
Precepts, and Ordinances, which they propoſed 
to the Belief and Obſervance of Mankind, 
as the way by which God requir d them to 
B 2 wor- 
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2 
Now in the Church, of Em lend we 


are taught to believe all theſe — and 
diuected to the Obſervance pk all theſe Pre- 
cepts and Ordinances. _ 

As for Inſtance; Firſt, wich c6ſp ect to the 
. — of Chriſt and His — They 
aught, that there is but One God, ſubſiſting 
in © he Perſons : that, JeſusChriſt is both 
God and Man: that, by taking our Nature 
upon Him, and ſuffering in our ſtead, He 
made full Compenſation and Satisfaction. 
for our Sins: that, He roſe from the Dead, 
aſcended into Heaven, and ſhall come from 
thence with Glory to judge all Mankind: 
that, at His coming, we ſhall riſe again with 
our Bodies, and appear before his Judgment 
Seat: that, if we have done well, we ſhall 
go into Everlaſting Life; if not, into Ever- 
laſting Puniſhment. 

Nou, theſe neceſlary Articles of Belief are 
contain d in our Confeſſions of Faith; in thoſe 
Creeds, which are a ſtanding Part of our Di- 
vine Service, and which we ſolemnly pro- 
fels to believe before God and the Congre- 
gation. So that there is no Defect in our 
Faith; but we are taught to believe all things 
which the Scriptures require us to believe. 
Nor do we hold any Doctrines, that are 
not plainly deducible from thoſe Writings. 
We have no Additions to the true Chriſtian 
Faith, 


” mt $ anc bull Hot any Flay 0r"Stubble Up-" Con if, 
on that Foundation. However the Inven- 
tions of Men may be obtruded upon others, 

and human Traditions vended in the room 

of divine Oracles, yet we are taught, * that 
whatever is not exprefly declar'd in God's 

Word, or may evidently be prov'd there- 

from, is not to be receiv'd as an Article of 

Faith: and therefore in the Church of Eng- 

land we truly worſhip God according to his 

Goſpel, with reſpect to the Belief of the Do- 

ctrines reveal'd therein. 

Secondly, In relation to the Precepts of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, they direct us to worſhip 
the Lord our God, and Him alone: to addreſs 
our Prayers and Praiſes, not to any Creature 
whatever, not thro' the Mediation of Images, 
or Corporeal Re ſemblances, but only, and im- 
mediately to Him: to aſſemble together in 
His Houſe for this Purpoſe; and there to 
worſhip Him with our Spirit and Iinderſtand- 
ing; to fear, to love, to honour Him; to 
exerciſe univerſal Juſtice and Charity z tO 
be ſincere and upright in our Correſpon- 
dence and Dealings; to be humble, tem- 
perate, contented and the like. 

Now in the Church of England, we have all 
requiſite Means and Opportunities for ob- 
ſerving theſe Precepts. We have Places for 
us to aſſemble in, and worſhip the Lord 

WA In the ſixth Article of ourReligion, | 

* our 


Sur God We direct our Prayers /andThank(- 


' -plvings to him in the manner he preſcribes. 
We have no corrupt Mixtures of Idolatry and 
Super ſtitionin our Publick Service; no praying 
to Saints; no falling down before Images; 
no adoring of Cucifixes: but we pray only 
to the One God, as revealed to us in a Trinity 
of Perſons. Our Service is not perform d 


in an unknown Tongue, nor a great Part of 


it repeated*ſecyretly, and with-held from us; 
but we know, and we hear it throughout, 
and have the unvaluable Advantage, and 
Honour of bearing our Parts in it. 

For the Inſtruction of our Children in 
their Duty, the Church has provided an excel- 
lent Catechiſm; and for our own better Infor- 
mation, the Doctrines and Precepts of Re- 
ligion are publickly expounded tous in our 
Houſes of Prayer; we are both allow'd and 
encouraged to ſearch the Scripture, and have 
a plentiful Proviſion of Practical Books 
drawn from it, that fer forth our Duty in 
a moſt regular, and plain, and edifying 
manner. : 

There is no Commandment ſuppreſs d a- 
mong us, nor any One divided into To to 
make up the Number; no telling of idle 
Stories, and grave Romances, or expatiating 
on the Miracles and Virtues of ſome va- 
grant or whimſical Perſon, call'd a Saint, in- 
ſtead of explaining and recommending our 
Duty to us; no debarring us of the Uſe of 

Scrip 


„r e cate ltd Ao LS 


 JENIPrare, nor Keeping it Under ene doupre - 


Lock of an unknown Tongue, and a corrupt 
Tranſlation; no Reflections and Diſparage- 


ments thrown upon it, nor ſetting up of an 


infallible Guide to evade and elude it as he 
pleaſes; no mollifying the Severity of 
Chriſt's Precepts, and moulding them in 
ſuch a manner, as to ſerve our worldly In- 
tereſts and Pleaſures; no Caſuiſtical Divinity 
form'd without the Rule of God's Word, 
nor Men taught to ſay any thing with ſubtle 
Equivocations and Reſerves; and to do any 


Mug. if they have but a good Intention. 


Theſe things we leave to Tboſe who call 
our Religion Hereſy. Let them have the 
ſole Property and Uſe of theſe Politick In- 
ſtruments of Deluſion; but the Light of 
Chriſtianity is undiſguiſedly diſplay d to 
us, and we are enabled to ſerve God in Sin- 
cerity and Truth. | 12 115 
- » Thirdly, with reſpect to the Ordinances of 
_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles, they appointed Tino 
outward ſignificant Rites, whereby to convey 
to us the Aſſiſtance of God, for our better Diſ- 
charge of the Duties they deliver d. They ap- 
pointed alſo a particular Order of Men to ad- 
miniſter theſe Sacraments; to offer up the 
Prayers of Chriſtians in their publick Aſſem- 
blies; to teach and recommend the Duties of 
Religion, and to govern the People entruſted 
to their Care; and they gave ſome of them 
IN Power 


FOWer TO OTGany Others Corns Onmce,as they 
chemfelves had been 6; ag by the in 
mediate Commiſſion of God. 8 


No, in che Church of England, we retain 


cheſe two Sacraments.) We ate admitted into 
the Society of Chriſtians by Baptiſm. We are 
early entitled to its Privileges, as well as 
charg d with its Obligations; and the Feaſt 


of the Lord's Supper is prepared for us to 
ſtrengthen and refreſh our Souls with the 


Influences of God's Grace, and ſecure to us 
the Benefits of that Sacrifice which we grate- 


fully commemorate. Theſe Sacraments are 
rightly and regularly adminiſtred to us. For 


JOHN x. 1, 2. 


we receive them by the Hands of authorized 
Perſons z of Perſons whoſe Commiſſion to 
adminiſter them is derived from the Apo- 
ſtles. The ſame authorized Perſons are they 
who preſent our Supplicationsto God ; who 
intercede with him to ſend down his Bleſ- 
{ings upon us; who teach and inſtruct us 
in his Laws, and exhort us with all the 
Arts of Perſuaſion to obey them. 

And for the enlarging of our Comfort 
under their Miniſtry, we not only think, 
but are ſure of their being lawfully call'd to 
it. They did not climb up into the Sheepfold 
like Thieves and Robbers ; but enter'd in by the 
true Door, of a regular Ordination. For 
where-ever the Apoſtles planted the Golpel, 
they ordained Perlons ro the Miniſtry, and 


gave 
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gave: 7ome That "rower or hann WHIC 
they were veſted with themſelves. The 
Scripture tells us, that this was done by 


them in Epheſus and Crete; and Hiſtory aſ- 


ſures us, that the ſame was done here in 
Britain. Now, theſe Perſons thus autho- 
rized by them, tranſmitted to others the 
ſame Power they had receiv'd; and ſo, by 
a continued Succeſſion, this Power has de- 
ſcended down to our Biſhops at this very 
Day. For the Succeſſion has not been bro- 
ken in this Iſland. We can trace it up, 
thro' all the different Revolutions of the 
Kingdom, to almoſt the Beginnings of Chri- 
ſtianity. We can ſhow, that from the 
firſt planting of the Goſpel in Britain, by 
one of the Apoſtle's, probably, there was a 
Succeſſion of Biſhops deriv'd from him to 
the time of King Lucius; from thence to 
Auſtin the Monk, when the Britains were 
diſpoſſeſs'd of their Country by the Saxons: 
from him quite down to the Beginning of 
the Reformation; from thence the Succeſſion 
was continued by Biſhops that had been 
Conſecrated partly in Harry the 8th's Reign, 
and partly in King Edward's, to the Time 
of Queen Elizabeth : whence it has deſcend- 
ed down undiſturb'd to this very Day. So 
that our preſent Biſhops are the true Succeſ- 
ſors of the Apoſtles, deriving their Autho- 
rity from them and therefore as they have 


C Power 
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rafter, ſo, to ordain Presbyters and Deacons 


for the Work of the Miniſtry; and they 


who have been ordain'd by them, or their 
Predeceſſors, are lawful and true Paſtors, 
bearing the Commiſſion of Chriſt ; and all 
the Benefits may juſtly be expected from 
them, that were intended by the Inſtitution 
of the Miniſtry. 
Since then we are taught to believe all 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and directed to 
obſerve its Precepts, and do enjoy the regular 
Adminiſtration of its Ordinances, our Reli- 
gion in the Church. of England is the very 
ſame that Jeſus: Chriſt, and His Apoſtles, 
publith'd to the World: and ſince this Re- 
ligion is the only certain Means of  Salva- 
tion, we ought immoveably to abide in 
it. If we change this for any other Reli- 
gion, we forſake the Method of ſerving 
God, which He himſelf has appointed, and 
enter into another, diſagreeable to his Will; 
that is, we quit the Path he hath diſcover d to 
us for our Conduct to Heaven, and wander 
into the Road that leadeth to Deſtruction 
Whatever therefore ſome Seducers may 
ſuggelt, yet let us not be mov'd. Let us 
not ſuffer our ſelves to be cheated out of our 
Religion, and drawn aſide from the right 
Way to Happineſs and Salvation. Some, per- 
haps, may cell us, that this is a new Reli- 
5 hi, gion, 
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gion, and unlawful as it is new: an unjuſt 
Revolt from the Romiſh Religion, which 
obtain'd many Hundred Years before, and 
which our Forefathers, for ſeveral Generati- 

ons, liv'd and dy'd in the Profeſſion of. 
As to the Newneſs of our Religion, that 
is a falſe Suggeſtion: We have ſhown it to 
be the Religion of Chriſt, and therefore it 
is as old as Chriſtianity itſelf, It was profeſs'd 
in this Iſland many Centuries before Popery 
had ſet footing in it, or indeed had any 
Exiſtence at all. Here it was planted in the 
Days of the Say : We did not receive 
it from Rome, but from One of the ſameCha- 
racter, perhaps X One of the ſame Perſons,from 
whom Rome itſelf had the ſame Religion: 
and when the Biſhop of Rome, in the Days 
of King Lucius, water d and increas'd it, at 
that time the Religion of Rome was itſelf 
pure; as different from Popery, as Light 
from Darkneſs. Pobery was of a far later 
Date, and came in by Degrees ſeveral hun- 
dred Years afterwards. And thus our Re- 
ligion, planted by the Apoſtles, and nou- 
riſh'd by the Church of Rome when ſhe was 
in her Purity, was here eſtabliſh'd till the 
Saxon Conqueſt; at which time being driven 
2 to 


— 


* St. Paul, the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, having for two Years 
preach'd the Kingdom of God at Rome; (Acts 28.) is affirmed by ſome 
Writers to have thence travell'd into Spain, and to have brought the 
Light of the Goſpel to other Nations, particularly Britain : As may 
be ſeen in Archbiſhop Uſer's Primord. Britan, Eccleſ. c. 1. p. 8. 


to the Mountains, and ſneceeded by Heathen- 
iſm and Harbarity, which the Conquerors 
introduc'd, Auſtin the Monk was ſent from 
Nome to convert the new Poſſeſſors of the 
Kingdom ; and the Church of * being 
then in ſome Meaſure degenerated, and pro- 
ceeding thence forward to corrupt herſelf 
more and more, ſhe brought her Corrup- 
tions into this Kingdom converted by her, 
and Popery came in here, as it did allo at 
Rome, upon the Ruins of pure Religion, 
where it continued till the Reformation ; 
and then the Romiſh Corruptions that had 
uſurp'd the Place of true Chriſtianity were 
again thrown out, and pure Religion 
was happily reſtor'd to her ancient Settle- 
ment. So that our Religion is the old Re- 
ligion of the Kingdom, which continued 
long before Popery came into it; and which, 
being driven into Exile by the Saxon Con- 
queſt, was kept there by the Hſurpation of 
Popery, till at length it was recall'd at the 
Reformation, and ſettled in the Room of the 
ſcandalous Uſurper. This is a true State of 
the Caſe ; and this proves the Falſhood of 
the Pretence, that our Religion did not 
ſubſiſt before Popery, but was an unlawful 
Separation from the Church of Rome: It 
proves allo, that we ſhould hold faſt our 
Religion without wavering, and heartily de- 
pile thoſe bold Calumniators that call it 
Hereſy. And 


And chis brings me, in the Second Place, 
to mention the Reaſons why we ſhould re- 
turn hearty Thanks to God, that we are 
now enabled to worſhip him according to 

che Way which the Papiſts call Hereſy. 
Now, the firſt Reaſon hereof is, becauſe 
God has been pleas'd to fruſtrate the re- 
peated Attempts of the Papiſts to root out our 
Religion, and to ſettle their own in its Place. 
Ever ſince our happy Deliverance from 
the Bondage of Popery, her Sons have been 
reſtleſs in Application to enſlave us again. 
In the Days of Henry the 8th, they kept 
themſelves tolerably quiet; becauſe he (till 
retain d Popery in its moſt eſſential Parts, 
and ſtill breathed out Perſecution and Slaughter 
for the Maintenance of 'em, though in Re- 
ſentment for the ill Uſage of Rome, he had 
thrown off the Dominion of the Pope. In 
the Days of King Edward, the Reformation 
was heartily promoted. The Abuſes and 
Corruptions of Popery were publiſh'd to the 
World. Articles of Religion, and a Book of 
Common Prayer were compos d, for the in- 
ſtructing and directing the Nation to ſerve 
God truly. But as the Days of this hopeful 
Prince were few, ſo, during them, the 
Papiſts had the Proſpect of a Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſor, which kept down their furious Spi- 
rit, by poſſeſſing them with Hopes that the 
Reformation would be ſuppreſs'd, and the 
8 Fere- 
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Heretical Infant ne er ſuffer d to grow up to 
Maturity. When this Succeſſor came to 
the Throne, they prided in the Enjoyment 
of their Hopes. All things ſucceeded as 
they deſired. The Flames of Perſecution 
were kindled in all Parts. The Biſhops; the 
Clergy, and the People were promiſcuouſſy 
ſacrificed; and Popery was again reſtor'd by 
the ſame terrible Sights, that preſag'd the 
Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, by Blood and Fire, 
and Vapour of Smoke. 

But God did not abandon the Nation in 


this Extremity, nor ſuffer it long to lan- 


guiſh under the Triumphs of Cruelty and 
Superſtition: but, cutting ſhort the Life of 
Queen Mary, and denying her any Iſſue, to 
carry on her deſtructive Meaſures; he made 
way for the Princeſs Elizabeth, to aſcend the 
Throne. No ſooner was ſhe fixed in it, 
but ſhe again ſer on foot the Reformation, 
and conducted it with great Reſolution and 
Succeſs. On which Account the Pope de- 
poſed her, and abſolv'd her Subjects from 
their Allegiance ; and both ſent over Emil- 
ſaries, and ſpirited up his Creatures here, 
to raiſe Factions and Tumults in the King- 


dom, that his Bull of Depoſition might have 


its full Effect. But God watched over this 
glorious Inſtrument of preſerving his true 
Religion, and granted her a long Reign to 
perfect its Eſtabliſhmefit. 
| Upon 
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* == Upon. her Deceale, füll of Years and o 
Glory, James the Firſt - ſucceeded to the 
Crown; who being a firm Proteſtant, and | 
ſurrounded by a plentiful Iſſue, the Cauſe 
of Popery was in its laſt Diſtreſs; and ſeem'd 
for ever irrecoverable if this Family ood. 
The Pope therefore pronounc'd the King an 
Heretick,; declar'd him, as ſuch, incapable 
of holding the Crown, and enjoyn'd his 
Subjects to yield him no Obedience. The 
Papiſts here, being thus animated by their 
Sovereign Lord, contriv'd the Deſtruction of 
this Family, and its chief Supports at one 
Blow. They ſaw that Popery could never 
be introduc'd, but by ſome violent and 
deſperate Undertaking ; and therefore they 
attempted the horrid Maſſacre by Gunpowder. 
They prepared to blow up the Parliament 
Houſe ; to deſtroy King, Lords, and Commons 
aſſembled in ic, and amidſt the Ruins of 
that Pile to ſpill the richeſt Blood of the 
Kingdom. Bur God, in his great Mercy, 
defeated this unhuman Deſign, when it was 
ripe for Execution: and yet, after the Con- 
ſpiracy was blaſted, they were ſtill reſtleſs, 
and implacable: they projected means of 
diſtreſſing the King, and laid the Founda- 
tion of thoſe Mileries that broke out in his 
Son's time, and buried both Him, and this 
Church and Nation in the ſame Grave. The 
Engines they employ d in working this De- 
" | ſolation 


olation were the Fanatic; Who, having 
murder d King Charles. the Finſt, ſeiz d on 
his Inheritance, and ſent his Children into 
foreign Countries, there to take Shelter 
among the Papiſts, and to ſupport their 
Lives by the Hazard of their Faith. So that 
whatever Tincture of Popery they brought 

back with em at the happy Reſtoration, to 

theſe Cruel Rebels it is owing. And ſome 
Popiſh Infection did return with them, as 

no wonder it ſhould; and if it did not 

| cleave to Charles the Second, we are certain 

it did to his Succeſſor, who attempted, by 
diſpenſing with the Laws, and, by the 
Terrors of worldly Power, to introduce his 
Religion. But Providence was pleas'd to 
interpoſe, and vouchſafe another Delive- 
rance. The unhappy, miſguided Prince, 

loſt his Crown by the Attempt; and the 
Succeſſion to it was ſettled in ſuch a man- 

ner, that we might be preſerved from the 

Yoke of Popery, and enjoy the Bleſſings of 
Liberty and pure Religion. The Fruits in- 

, tended by that Settlement have hitherto 
took Place; and the proper way to ſecure 

the Continuance of *em, is to be faithful 

in our Allegiance, and dutiful in our re- 
gard to his preſent Majeſty, and his Heirs 
after him; eſteeming this Family alone to 

have a Right to rule over us, ſince the Crown 

is limited to it by the Act of Succeſſion. If, to 
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our Subjection to the higher Powers, we 
join an hearty Zeal for our Religion, and 
a ſincere Practice of its Precepts, this will 
be a means of ſecuring the Favour and Pro- 
tection of God, and thereby, of guarding 
us againſt all our Enemies round about, and 
making our Church Eſtabliſhment, even as 
Mount Zion, which may not be removed, not- 

withſtanding their Hoſtilities. 
. Secondly, The other Reaſon why we ought 
to return thanks to God for being now 
enabled to worſhip him after the way which 
che Papiſts call Hereſy, is, becauſe their way 
of worſhiping Him, which they have by 
Policy and Violence attempted to introduce, 
is, in many Points diſagreeable to his Will, 
and, for that Reaſon, dangerous to Salva- 
tion. This Religion is not the Religion of 
Jeſus Chrift, and his Apoſtles. It is different 
from, and even contrary to it, in ſeveral 
Particulars. It has many Corruptions in 
it, with reſpe& both to Matters of Faith, and 
Matters of Practice; and they who profeſs 
it, believe many things which the Scriptures 
do not teach, and perform many things 
which they plainly forbid. 
As for inſtance: They believe that the 
Pope is upon Earth the Supream Head of the 
Church; that all other Biſhops, and all 
Kings and Potentates, are ſubject to him; 
that he is alone, or with a Council, infallible; 
Los > BY that 


__ _ that Ris Dictates are to be ſubmitted to im- 
Plicitij: and thus, they are prepar d to have 
. all manner of Errors impos d upon them. 
They believe that there is a State of. 'Tem- 
porary Puniſhments after. this Life, call d Pur- 
gatory; in which departed Souls ſuffer the 
Pains remaining due to their Sins: in which 
they are purg d and purify d to be fitted for 
Heaven; and from which they may be re- 
leaſed by the Prayers of the Living, and by 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs. 
They believe, that if they confeſs their 
Sins to the Prieſt with any Degree of Con- 
cern, and receive Abſolution from him, they 
obtain the Forgiveneſs of *em, and are pur 
into a State of Salvation. So that let their 
Lives be ever ſo wicked, they are entirely 
ſafe, and need not fear any Puniſhment, 
if they can but ſecure Confeſſion and Abſolution, 

They believe that the Bread and Wine in 
the Lord's Supper are changed into his very 
Body and Blood; and that they actually 
receive Both in that Sacrament. 

They believe, that good Works are truly 
meritorious of Eternal Life, and that they 
may ſatisfy for Sin by Works of Penance, 
by Pilgrimages and corporal Severities. 

Thele are ſome of the Doctrines impos'd 
on their Belief, as neceſſary to Salvation: 
Then as to their Practices, they uſe all out- 
ward Acts of Adoration. to Images ; they 
5525 kneel. 
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4 ee 5 pray, lift up their Eyes, and burn 
Incenſe to them. They direct Addreſſes to 
the Saints in Heaven, and beſeech them to 
intercede for em with God. They pray to 
the Virgin Mary more than they do to Chriſt. 
They beg her Protection and Aid; and in 
all their Devotions they have ſome directed 
to her, containing her Praiſes, ſetting forth 
her ſupereminent Dignity, imploring her 
Mediation, and oft invoking her, by the 
Names of Holy, Bleſſed, Divine Mary. They 
adore the Bread and Wine in the Euchariſt, 
ſuppoſing it to be chang d into that Body of 
Chriſt which ſuffered on the Croſs. They 
give religious Honour to Reliques that re- 
preſent the Memory of Chriſt, or his Apo- 
ſtles* They place them upon their Altars; 
burn Wax- Candles before them; them carry 
in Proceſſion, and the like. 

By all theſe Inſtances it appears, that 
they perform many Things forbid in Scrip- 
ture: They commit Acts of Idolaty and 
Superſtition which it plainly prohibits; and 
by Conſequence, ſince the doing of Things 
which God diſallows, incurs his Diſplea- 
fure, and expoſeth Men to the Penalties 
He has pronounc'd, they are in great Dan- 
ger of having theſe Penalties inflicted upon 
them. And fince we ſhould have beer 
drawn in to the Idolatry and Superſtition which: 
they practiſe, if their Attempts had ſuc- 
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ceeded ; therefore we ought. to magnify 
God's Name for defeating them, and en- 
abling us after the Way which they call He. 
reſy, fo to worſhip Him the God of our Fa- 
thers. Ee 

And let us humbly beſeech Him ſtill to 
watch over, and protect us; to confound 
the Devices of this Faction, and all other Fa- 
ctions confederated againſt us; to diſcover 
the Depths of Satan, and the Myſteries 
of Iniquity; and defeating all thoſe that 
have any miſchievous Imaginations againſt 
our Religion or Liberty; to grant that we 


Luxx, N. a, may ſerve Him without Fear, in Holineſs and 


Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Lives. 
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